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Saturday 5th
Texas Peacemakers  (Tyler) 

Tx Troublemakers (Brownsboro) 

Old Fort Parker (Groesbeck)

Sunday 7th
Texas Peacemakers  (Tyler)
Old Fort Parker (Groesbeck)

El Vaqueros (Breckenridge) 

Saturday 12th & Sunday 12th
LSFSC Monthly Match

Safety Meeting - 8:30 am

Match Starts - 9:00 am

Tuesday 15th                         

Oakwood Outlaws (Oakwood) 

Saturday 19 th & Sunday 20th
Comanche Valley Vigilantes

Sunday 20th
Arlington Sportsman’s Club

Saturday 26th
Texas Tenhorns (Greenville)
__________________________

The Monthly 

Club Match
 for July
(Safety Meeting)
Starts at 

8:30 AM 

The
President’s CORNER

By
The Lamesa Kid

SASS #13703

Howdy Pards!
  We had a good shoot last month and it was hot. So hopefully, everyone can brave the heat and make it out for a really good time.

  Remember, we start our shooters meeting at 8:30!!!

  I am starting to work on next years "Round Up" and I would appreciate some feed back. Did you like the format? Would you like to see some night activities at the range or just day as we did this last time?

Vaya Con Dios!
______________________
<<>>WWW.LSFSC.COM
Annual Membership:


$30 per year 

Associate or Junior Membership:
$15 per year  

Family Maximum


$50 per year
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FORTY-FOURS
SASS' Neglected Caliber
By Willie Earp
SASS # 19022L
So almost everyone shoots either 45’s or 38’s; but what about the 44’s?  I did some checking into the background of these rounds and I found some interesting things.  To begin with, most of the calibers that we use today have the same beginnings.

The Long, Short and Henry Flat.

The 44 Henry Flat is perhaps the original 44 cartridge.  It was developed around 1860 by B. Henry Tyler for his the lever action rifle.  The original cartridge was made of copper, approx  .875” in length, held about 26 grains of black powder, and used rimfire percussion (like the modern 22LR).  The bullet was a 216 grain “overheeled” and was flatnosed, so that it could be used in the rifles tubular magazine.  Overheeled mean that the bullet was the same diameter as the shell and the lube was imbedded (externally) in a channel around the edge.  After the Civil War, Colt also used this cartridge for its converted cap and ball revolvers.  Winchester produced a centerfire version of the Henry Flat, for its Model 1866 rifles.  

At the same time, several other gun makers were using cartridges, namely the 44 Short, 44 Long and 44 Extra Long.  The 44 Short differed from the 44 Henry only in the case length, that being .688” long, and the fact that the bullet was pointed, instead of flat-nosed.  The 44 Long was 1.094” and held 28 grains of powder and the Extra Long was 1.25”.  The 44 Short was used in popular pistols of the day, including those made by Allen, Forehand & Wadsworth, Remington, and the “Bulldog” made by the Connecticut Arms & Mfg Co.  The 44 Long originated with the Ethan Allen carbine (1860) and was later adapted to rifles made by Ballard, Howard, Remington, Robinson and Wesson.  The 44 Extra Long was introduced by Ballard in 1869 for its single shot rifles, but it was quickly eclipsed by the newly developed 44-40.

Enter the Cental-Fires

About 1869, Smith & Wesson introduced a 44 cartridge for its Model 3, break-top pistol.  The 44 S&W American was one of the first “central-fire” cartridges.  The cartridge was .91” long, held about 25 grains of powder and was topped with the standard 218 grain, overheeled bullet.  The US Army tried out this cartridge between 1871 and 1873, with the Merwin Hubert revolver but chose the 45 Colt instead.  
Not to be outdone, Colt introduced its own 44 cartridge about 1871, for its conversion pistols.  In addition some Remington 1875 revolvers were chambered in this round.  The 44 Colt was basically the 44 Long in a center fire version.  Both the 44 American and the 44 Colt were quickly eclipsed by other cartridges in popularity, but commercial manufacture of these cartridges continued in both black powder and smokeless versions until about 1940.

Enter the Russians

The big break for S&W came in 1870, when the Russian military, selected a version of the Model 3, top-break pistol, as the official Imperial Army sidearm.  The Russians however, stipulated a new cartridge.  The 44 S&W Russian was the American cartridge; lengthened .06”, the shell diameter increased by .02”.  The bullet diameter was reduced from .434” to .429” and changed from an overheeled to an “Inside Lubed”, being fully seated inside the shell.  This allowed more interior space for more gunpowder and solved all the storage problems of an overheeled bullet.  The cartridge was first commercially offered in 1878 and the result was one of the most accurate and popular cartridges of the day as touted by Buffalo Bill Cody and many others.  Over the ensuing three plus decades, the cartridge earned and developed a reputation for accuracy, setting many records in the process.  
It wasn’t until 1907, when S&W introduced the 44 S&W Special that the popularity of the 44 Russian began to wane.  The Special was just the Russian, with the case length increased .2” to 1.16”, and the new smokeless powder loaded.  The Special had the accuracy of the Russian, with increased muzzle velocity, power and range.  The superiority of the Special continued for many more decades, until 1955, when Remington and S&W introduced the 44 Magnum.  Its development was inspired and much of the preliminary work was done by the legendary Elmer Keith and his group of hand-cannon fanatics who insisted on the ultimate in handgun accuracy with range and power.  I find it interesting that the shell length on the 357 magnum and the 44 magnum are exactly the same, that being 1.29”
What About Winchester?

There had always been problems with the Henry Flat, so that with the introduction of the Model 1873 rifle and carbines, Winchester developed a new round to go with it.  The new cartridge had the base diameter of a 45 Colt, however the rim was enlarged to allow a more positive chamber extraction of the empties.  The case was bottlenecked down to an outside dimension of .443” which provided a better chamber seal.  The bullet was .429” and was inside lubed, instead of the overheeled type, and the cartridge was “central-fire”.  Winchester called it the 44 Winchester Central Fire (44WCF).  When other companies began introducing weapons in this cartridge, they used the common vernacular 44-40-200, for 44 caliber , 40 grains of powder and 200 grain bullet, or shortened to just 44-40.
Over the years, many loadings have been offered in the 44-40; however readers should be aware that a “Hi Velocity” cartridge was offered at one time.  This was a special high powered hunting round that should only be used in very strong actions like the Winchester Model 1892 and the Marlin Model 1895 rifles.
Many more cartridges have been offered in 44 than what I have written about.  The 44 Evans (Short & Long) the 44 Colt Lightning and the 44 Ballard are just a few. Then there are the larger rifle cartridges.  I will save that story for another time.
