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Saturday 3rd
Texas Peacemakers  (Tyler) 

Tx Troublemakers (Brownsboro) 

Old Fort Parker (Groesbeck)

Sunday 4th
Texas Peacemakers  (Tyler)
Old Fort Parker (Groesbeck)

El Vaqueros (Breckenridge) 

Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th
LSFSC Monthly Match

Safety Meeting - 9:30 am

Match Starts - 10:00 am

Tuesday 13th                         

Oakwood Outlaws (Oakwood) 

Saturday 17 th & Sunday 18th
Comanche Valley Vigilantes

Sunday 18th
Arlington Sportsman’s Club

Saturday 24th
Texas Tenhorns (Greenville)
__________________________

CONGRATulationS!

To the new Graduates of the Range Officer One (RO1) Course

 

<<Denton>> Dancer 60761

Calico Calie      60759

Griff              00093

Red Coneston   60384

Yankee Tim      61175

Cactus Pearl     61176
The
President’s CORNER

By
The Lamesa Kid

SASS #13703

  Well cowboys and cowgirls, it's that time of year when the temperature climbs. So be sure and take care in the heat. We'll suspend the side matches for the summer and concerning the "Wild Bunch Match" we decided at the last match to try it as a write in category. If you want to participate in it, it will be an additional $5.00. We'll select three of the stages and you'll shoot "cowboy" 1st and run back through the 2nd time as "wild bunch" staying with your posse.  Again this is a trial run to see how it goes. Remember also, this is a fund raiser for the club.

  We have more shade on the range now, so I hope more of you will brave the heat and join us for the fun.

  Until we meet again, shoot straight and be safe!
<<>>
 

History of the 
38 Cartridge
By Willie Earp
SASS # 19022 Life
Ever since I could remember, I have been shooting this cartridge called a “38 Special”, and the darned thing isn’t even a 38 caliber!  When I got into SASS, I started to thinking; Was it ever a black powder cartridge?  If so, why isn’t this cartridge called a 36-20; 36 caliber with 20 grains of black powder??  I started digging into some history and at long last, an interesting story started to emerge.

It all started back in the days before the Civil War.  Colt (among others) experimented with some of the first metallic cartridges, for their single shot rifles and single shot pistols.  Among several other calibers, they sold a “38 Long” and a “38 Short”.  These were copper (and later brass) shelled, rimfire cartridges, filled with black powder, and topped off with a 148 grain, over-heeled and outside lubed bullet.  Because it was a .375 inch diameter, it was a true 38 caliber.  The bullet was the same diameter as the shell, and looked just like the 22LR does today.  The case length on the 38 Long was, .873” and the 38 Short was .768”.  Both were straight walled, and the Short could be used in the Long chambered weapons, but not vice versa.

When the Smith & Wesson patent for the Bored Thru Cylinder expired in 1869, Colt sought to adapt the 38 Long rimfire to shoot in the 36 cal, Model 1851 and 1861 cap and ball revolvers, with the Mason-Richards conversions.  The first centerfire (CF) cartridges started appearing around 1871, but it wasn’t until 1875, that Colt introduced a CF version of the 38 Long, which they called the 38 Long Colt, and a short version, the 38 Short Colt. These were the same as the rimfire versions in all respects.
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the 38 Cont.
Colt chose several weapons to be marketed in this new cartridge, among them the 1877, double action, Colt Lightning revolver.  Over several years, the 38 Long Colt became so popular, that several other gun makers offered weapons in this caliber.  Some pistol makers even offered changeable firing pins for their revolvers so that they could use either the rimfire or center fire cartridges.  
When the US military became interested, Colt offered a pistol with a swing-out cylinder, in the 38 Long Colt.  The US Navy like the weapon and designated it the M1889.  The US Army didn’t like the outside-lubricated cartridge and had it changed to an inside-lubricated version for its M1892 pistols.  In order to make this change, the bullet diameter was reduced to .357” (a 36 cal) and the cartridge case was lengthened to 1.03”.  Cartridge collectors now call these the “Navy” for the (38 cal) original version and the “Army” for the (36 cal) modified version.  For some reason Colt never modified the 38 Short Colt.  By 1897, Colt had terminated all production of the outside lubed cartridges.  Modern versions of the 38 Long Colt retain the modified Army cartridge dimensions.  

By the way, the original M1889 revolver suffered from several design flaws including weak springs and latches, and a very poor cylinder indexing system which led to frequent misfires. Between 1895 and 1900 most of these pistols were returned to Colt for modifications to correct the deficiencies resulting in the "M1895" designation. The model was replaced with the vastly improved .38 Special caliber, in the M1908 revolver (more on this in a bit).  
The M1889 / 1895 revolvers saw action in the Spanish American War, the Boxer Rebellion, and the Philippine Insurrection where its very “poor incapacitation ability” (stopping power) against the Moro guerillas led to its being replaced in general issue by the 1873 Colt Single Action Army pistols in .45 Colt.  The 38 Long Colt remained the official US Army cartridge however, until the introduction of the 45 ACP with the Model 1911.

During this same time, Smith & Wesson had made weapons in a cartridge similar to the 38 Long Colt, which they called the 38 S&W.  Although similar, the cartridge was quite popular in its own right, especially with pocket pistols.  Smith, however still didn’t have that lucrative military contract that Colt had. 
In the quest for more stopping power, Smith &Wesson set about to design and market a new cartridge, based on the same cartridge dimensions as the very popular 38 Long Colt.  They lengthened the Colt case an additional 1/8” to 1.16” and kept the bullet diameter at .357”, which allowed weapons to use either the Army 38 Long Colt cartridges or the more powerful new cartridge.  In order to prevent any possible legal action with Colt, for using a company proprietary cartridge, they named it the 38 Special.  In 1899, the original versions of the 38 Special were offered in black powder, but the world was transitioning to the new chemistry; smokeless powder.  By 1902 smokeless versions of this cartridge were on the market, and by 1908 the transition was complete, with black powder cartridges being discontinued.  

Little did S&W know what history had in store! The 38 Special proved to be so popular that it is arguable that more revolvers have been manufactured in this caliber than any other in the world.  Even with the advent of semi-automatic firearms, this cartridge has persevered to the present day.

Still with advances, the quest came for even more stopping power.  In the early 1930’s Smith & Wesson, decided to continue the lineage of the popular 38 Special and create a new cartridge by lengthening the case by an additional 1/8” to 1.29”.  Weapons chambered for this newer cartridge, could shoot the older 38 Specials, or even the Army 38 Long Colt, if they desired.  In 1935, S&W introduced the 357 Magnum.  To my knowledge, only smokeless cartridges were ever offered. 
So why wasn’t the 38 Special ever given a more correct 36-20 designation?  Well, your guess is as good as mine on this one.  History is a funny thing, and some things we may never know.
